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Tranexamic acid reduces PPH deaths (the only proven treatment)

Effective regardless of the cause of PPH (unlike oxytocin)

Heat stable (unlike oxytocin) and inexpensive

Reduces the need for re-operation to control bleeding

No increase in adverse events



TXA cuts major surgical bleeding by 25%

TXA reduces blood transfusion by a third

Whatever the site of bleeding 

No increase in thrombotic adverse events

TXA reduces surgical bleeding



Bad bleeding in 9% of the TXA group and 12% of 
placebo group (HR 0.76; 95% CI 0.67 to 0.87)  
P<0.001 superiority. 

Cardiovascular event in 14% in the TXA group and 
14% in the placebo group (hazard ratio, 1.02; 95% 
CI, 0.92 to 1.14). 

Article published April 2, 2022, at NEJM.org.



There is a shortage of blood in many low income countries



If TXA was used in surgery there would 
be more blood for treatment of PPH

If TXA was used in surgery there would 
be fewer women with HIV and hepatitis



Traumatic and surgical bleeding are similar 



Bleeding deaths TXA Placebo RR (95%CI) P value

<1 hour

1-3 hours 

198 (5.3%)

147 (4.8%)

286 (7.7%)

184 (6.1%)

0.68 (0.57–0.82)

0.79 (0.64-0.97)

<0.001

0.03

TXA reduces death from traumatic bleeding



Lives saved with TXA
(every year)

TXA < 1 hour = 128,000 lives

TXA < 3hours =112,000 lives

http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-227X/12/3/figure/F3


Pregnant women are also trauma victims



Tranexamic acid reduces heavy menstrual bleeding





Anaemic women bleed more



Tranexamic acid is more than a treatment for PPH

Surgical use will increase the availability of blood

Trauma use will reduce maternal trauma deaths

It can help to prevent maternal anaemia

TXA is an essential medicine for many reasons
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